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MANILA – After returning to the 
Philippines from her short vacation in 
the US, Vice President Leni Robredo ex-
tended her greetings to incoming VP Sara 
Duterte, even as the formal turnover of 
the Offi  ce of the Vice President between 
the two leaders begins this week.

In a letter to Duterte, Robredo said her 
team was “ready to meet and answer any 
questions you may have regarding the Of-
fi ce of the Vice President and to take all 
necessary steps to insure a smooth transi-
tion.”

Robredo ended by saying, “congratu-
lations and all the best” to her successor.

Their expected face-to-face 

By Cherie M. Querol Moreno
The all-volunteer 

nonprofi t ALLICE Alli-
ance for Community Em-
powerment has partnered 
with Philippine Interna-
tional Aid and the Town 
of Colma to produce and 
publish the newest edi-
tion of the ‘A-List’, a free 
directory of service pro-
viders to promote healthy 
relationships.  

The directory answers the need for infor-
mation for survivors of family and intimate 
partner abuse.  Today, more than ever, with 
the unprecedented health and economic im-
pact of the pandemic and race-related strife 
in this country and beyond, knowledge of 
resources is most critical. 
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By ALFRED GABOT, Editor-in-Chief
Leni greets, 

congratulates 
Sara as OVP 

turnover begins

“A-List” honors 
frontliners

MANILA — Days before assuming as the country’s Chief Execu-
tive at high noon on June 30, President-elect Ferdinand “Bong-
bong” Marcos, Jr. has asked the Supreme Court to dismiss a peti-
tion seeking to cancel his certifi cate of candidacy (COC), one of 
his last hurdles to the presidency.

Confi dent he’ll assume as President on June 30

MARCOS ASKS HIGH COURT
TO JUNK PETITION ON COC
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Upside

MAS MARAMING ARAW,  
MAS MARAMING PARAAN 

SA PAGBOTO!
Para sa impormasyon tungkol sa mga bagong 

serbisyo para sa mga botante at sa aming malalawak 
na mga boluntaryong programa, mangyaring bisitahin 

ang smcvote.org o tumawag sa 650.312.5222.

Hunyo 7, 2022  
Pambuong 
Estado Direktang 
Primaryang Halalan



11 June 2-8, 2022   OPINION

FRANCIS ESPIRITU
Publisher/President

VAL G. ABELGAS,  HOMOBONO A. ADAZA, PERRY DIAZ, JOJO LIANGCO, 
JO ERLINDA G. NEBRES, ROY C. MABASA, ART G. MADLAING, 

FR. JOEPEL PADIT, RODEL E. RODIS,  LOURDES TANCINCO ESQ, MELANDREW T. VELASCO, 
DANTES & CYNTHIA VELUZ, CRISTINA OSMENA, LUDY ONGKEKO.

COLUMNISTS

 MARILYN B. KING
Vice President 

for Sales and Marketing

NEIL GONZALES
Chief Correspondent      
Northern California

LYDIA SOLIS
Chief Correspondent      
Southern California

THELMA L. CRUZ
Vice President

for Operations & Promotions

 ELEANOR SMITH
Offi  ce Manager GILDA PASION BALAN

FRANCO  G. REGALA 
ALI  MACABALANG

JEANNE  MICHAEL PENARANDA
Manila Correspondents

NICK SAGMIT
GEORGE GANGE
RENE AVENIDO

Photo Correspondents

ANGELO LOPEZ
Cartoonist

ALFRED G. GABOT
Editor-in-chief

The views and opinions expressed herein by writers, columnists and advertisers are their own and do not neces-
sarily refl ect those of the publisher, management and staff  of Philippines Today. We are not responsible for 

incorrect printing, photographical errors or information listed or for loss or damage of unsolicited manuscripts. 
Reproduction or redistribution in whole or in part is prohibited.

CHERIE QUEROL MORENO 
Executive Editor

THOMAS G. MADELO JR.
Creative Director

JO  ERLINDA  YABUT   
Entertainment Editor

MA. CECILIA G. MADELO
Graphic Director

BLESIE  D. SISON 
ALBERT MARTINEZ 

RENE AMON
Account Executives

BETING LAYGO DOLOR
Manila Editor

JUNNI RANILLO
Entertainment Editor

CLAIRE M. TRUE
Managing Editor

EDITORIAL

We failed our children again

“A-List” honors frontliners

CHERIE M. QUEROL MORENO
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Another name of another school where children were mercilessly massa-
cred is now permanently imprinted in our psyches.

Uvalde.
The school in Texas became known globally last week as the site 

where 19 kids and two adults were killed by a lone gunman, a teenager 
who had earlier shot to death his own grandmother.

It has become clear that there was a failure on the part of the police where the 
Uvalde shooting was concerned. Yes, they did eventually neutralize the shooter, but 
the general consensus is that they could have acted faster, resulting in fewer fatali-
ties.

The 21 fatalities is still 21 victims too many.
It took Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr to say the words we all felt im-

mediately after the massacre.
Among others, Kerr said: “I’m fed up. I’ve had enough. We can’t get numb to 

this. We can’t sit here and read about it and say let’s have a moment of silence.”
We, too, are fed up. We, too, have had enough. We, too, do not wish to get numb 

to the senseless killings, especially of the innocents. And yet there is no guarantee or 
assurance that another similar shooting will not happen somewhere down the road.

Note that Kerr’s father was himself killed during a shooting at the American 
University in Beirut. He, like thousands of Americans, knows the unspeakable pain 
suff ered when a loved one is suddenly taken away through a random act of gun 
violence.

Mere hours before the Uvalde shooting, the parents of those 19 kids saw them 
off  to school expecting nothing more than to see them again at the end of the day’s 
classes. Now they will never see their beloved children ever again.

The number of Americans killed by crazed individuals in the last few decades 
now numbers in the hundreds, and we still cannot fathom why it happens.

This year alone, there have been 27 school shootings. This is just school shoot-
ings alone. Where mass shootings are concerned, more than 200 have taken place 
this 2022, which isn’t even half over.

Must we repeat again and again that the US is the only country in the world 
where mass shootings resulting in mass killings has become the norm?

It almost feels as if we are a country at war with itself and the situation will only 
get worse before it can even begin to get better.

Where did we as a country go wrong? When did the frustration among our youth 
reach such a stage that killing has become the only way they can express that pent 
up frustration?

The latest mass shooting is not the only worry we as parents and grandparents 
have when we see our kids head off  to school every day. We can never know if there 
will be another Uvalde, or another Sandy Hook, as these two examples were not 
about one frustrated kid venting his anger on one or two perceived enemies.

The simple truth is that there are countless owners of semi-automatic fi rearms 
who have no reason to possess such weapons and who have not been psychologi-
cally tested to determine if they should own any kind of deadly weapon in the fi rst 
place.

Indeed, we have had enough. We demand that the federal and state governments 
do more than pay lip service with messages of condolences to the families. We de-
mand that they fi nd a way to end the mass killings, which we cannot accept as a part 
of our everyday existence.

Lest they become the next targets of the next mass shooting, we beg you: let us 
stop failing our children, please.
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(Continued on page 26)

The 68-page booklet presents 48 family and relation-
ship service providers.  It recounts the history of AL-
LICE and the impetus behind the A-List.  True to the 
all-volunteer organization’s mission, educational mate-
rial such as the Defi nition and Forms of Domestic and 
Intimate Partner Abuse, the Cycle of Abuse and Devising 
a Safety Plan are provided.

Copies will be available in June at the Colma Town 
Hall and both Recreation Centers, and at the ALLICE 
table at the Colma Community Fair on July 9.  For more 
information, contact malou.aclan@gmail.com.  

VALUABLE TOOL
The 2022 edition is dedicated to front-liners and es-

sential workers whose sacrifi ce of time with their loved ones at the beginning and 
height of the coronavirus pandemic enabled the public to receive assistance through 
the worldwide crisis.  They risked their lives to save lives, fulfi lling their duty to heal, 
give comfort and hope though the confusion and desperation, especially to survivors 
of intimate partner and family abuse, whose situation the emergency situation com-
pounded through the shelter in place mandate and work shutdown. 

ALLICE Resource Provider Committee chair Malou Aclan, RN, mothered the 
project at its inception in 2013 with then-co-chair public health nurse Jeannette Tra-
jano. They researched, interviewed and listed pertinent area agencies that have agreed 
to be included in the resource guide. These organizations may have a 24-hour hotline, 
the gateway to information. Most have free services or sliding-scale fees for services 
such as counseling, legal help, education or training on domestic violence or collabo-
rate with other community agencies to assist in addressing the survivors’ needs. 

“This document is a valuable tool for individuals and families who are experienc-
ing challenges, and it is also for people who wish to help those in troubled situations,” 
says Aclan, a 40 –year registered nurse who recently retired as a care manager with 
Kaiser Permanente in South San Francisco.  

Her team composed of Paulita Lasola Malay, Elsa Agasid, Ofi e Albrecht and 
Blessy Valera listed the agencies according to their capacity to serve Filipino Ameri-
can clients.  Founding president Bettina Santos Yap designed the booklet.  Voltaire 
Yap provided the cover photo.  Founder- executive director 

Last year the Colma City Council approved a $1,500 grant for ALLICE outreach 
projects.  Council Member  and longtime Kumare Joanne del Rosario, who had en-
couraged the team to apply for the grant, was unable to attend because she was out of 
town.

SHARED MISSION
“I’m touched by my Council colleagues consistent support for ALLICE projects,” 

lauded the four-time Mayor. “Keeping the community safe is our shared mission.
The nonprofi t’s 2022 president Junior Flores thanked the Town of Colma for sup-

porting the project. 
“Colma has set the tone for community responsibility by shining the light on an 

issue that aff ects everyone.  If you suspect someone you know 

(From page 1)
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SUPREME COURT BAN ON ABORTIONS 
WILL DISPROPORTIONATELY HARM 

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR
By SUNITA SOHRABJI
EMS Associate Editor

Almost two thirds of women seek-
ing abortions come from communities of 
color, a data point often overlooked in the 
conversation around a woman’s right to 
choose.

Earlier this month, a leaked draft of the 
Supreme Court’s decision on Dobbs vs. 
Jackson Women’s Health Center appeared 
on the website Politico. In the draft, Jus-
tice Samuel Alito wrote the majority opin-
ion, stating that the 1973 seminal Roe vs. 
Wade case was “egregiously wrong from 
the start,” and “must be overruled.”

26 states currently have “trigger laws,” 
effectively banning legal abortions once 
the Supreme Court decision is officially 
announced.

At a May 13 news briefing hosted by 
Ethnic Media Services, panelists noted the 
impact of the decision on women of color, 
particularly AAPI women, who account 
for 20 percent of those seeking abortions. 
One in four women in the U.S. have had 
an abortion. 

Speakers included Rep. Judy Chu, 
D-California; Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-
Washington state; Sung Yeon Choimorrow, 
Executive Director of The National Asian 
Pacific American Women’s Forum; Aliza 
Kazmi, Co Executive Director, HEART 
Women and Girls; and John C. Yang, Presi-
dent and Executive Director, Asian Ameri-
cans Advancing Justice—AAJC.

“The people that will bear the burden 
of these laws are people who can’t afford 
to go across state lines, who can’t afford to 
pay whatever it’s going to cost for an abor-
tion,” said Jayapal. “It is not that abortions 
are going to go away. But safe and legal 
abortions will go away, and it will be the 
people who are most vulnerable who are 
left,” she said.

“Abortion is an issue that happens in 
every community. There is no community 
where this is not something that pregnant 
people are thinking about,” said Jayapal, 
who herself had an abortion, but did not 
initially tell her family because of the 
stigma among Indian Americans. The con-
gresswoman said it was a difficult but nec-
essary choice she had to make; she finally 
told her mother and daughter before she 
wrote an op-ed on the issue.

“We are talking about millions of peo-
ple across this country whose lives will 
quite literally be in danger because an ex-
tremist court decided to politicize health 
care. This will be a literal death sentence 
for millions of people,” said Jayapal.

“When I first read Justice Alito’s draft 
opinion to overturn Roe versus Wade, I was 
disgusted, appalled, and heartbroken,” said 
Chu, in videotaped remarks. “But I was not 
shocked because Republicans have been 
telling the American people for decades 
that they plan to overturn this decision.”

Chu is the lead sponsor of HR 3755, 
the Women’s Health Protection Act, which 
would establish in federal statutes the right 
to receive abortion care. The law would 
override any Supreme Court ruling limit-
ing access or banning abortion outright, 
and would prohibit any state law that bans 
abortion. 

The House passed HR 3755 last Sep-
tember on a vote of 218 to 211. But the 
Senate did not pass the measure in a vote 
taken on May 11. “We knew we were fac-
ing an uphill battle because even if we 

could get 50 Democratic votes, this bill is 
subject to the filibuster, a tool of segrega-
tion that lets the minority block the will 
of the majority,” said Chu, noting that 61 
percent of Americans support choice.

Kazmi of HEART, an organization 
which advocates for reproductive rights 
for Muslim American women, noted there 
are many misconceptions about her com-
munity.

More than 56 percent of Muslim Amer-
icans support choice, she said. “Reproduc-
tive justice is inherently Islamic, as is the 
idea of reducing harm in communities in 
regards to our own bodies. In Islamic soci-
eties, these decisions were made between 
the individual, the pregnant person and 
their midwife.” 

“If there was any consultation with ju-
rists of the state or any other people, it was 
because the pregnant person invited them. 
It was not the practice of the state to inter-
fere,” said Kazmi.

Muslim women consistently face gen-
dered Islamophobia in trying to access 
the care that they need, she said. “A lot of 
times, their providers are not Muslim, and 
they may hold biases against patients they 
don’t understand.”

Choimorrow of NAPAWF noted that 
85 percent of AAPI women are pro choice, 
but face obstacles when seeking an abor-
tion because of the deep stigma in the 
AAPI community, language barriers, and 
low rates of insurance coverage. 

“If we really cared about reducing abor-
tion rates,  we would need to make contra-
ceptives much more easily available. We 
would need to make healthcare affordable 
and available. We would need to let wom-
en have paid leave. And we would need to 
provide affordable child care.”

“There are so many other things we can 
address before we start talking about con-
trolling a woman’s uterus. We have a long 
way to go to provide support and meaning-
ful ways for all women to thrive, especial-
ly women living in low income and women 
of color,” said Choimorrow.

NAPAWF partnered with AAAJ-AJC 
to write an amicus brief for the Dobbs vs. 
Jackson’s Women’s Health Center case, 
which noted the impact of the overturning 
of Roe on AAPI women.

The Jackson Women’s Health Center is 
based in Mississippi, and is the only facil-
ity in the state to provide abortions, noted 
Yang, adding that AAPI access to termi-
nate a pregnancy in the state is thus ex-
tremely limited.

If Roe versus Wade is overturned, in 
states such as Georgia, Texas, and North 
Carolina with huge populations of AAPI 
residents, women would no longer have 
access to legal abortions, said Yang. “Their 
ability to make choices about their bodies 
and reproductive rights, would be signifi-
cantly, significantly curtailed,” he said.

Yang noted the precedent the decision 
would set. “This could eliminate same sex 
marriage rights, eliminate longstanding 
rights with respect to the right of educa-
tion of immigrants, as well as eliminate 
even Brown versus Board of Education,” 
he said.

“As a Chinese American male and as 
the father of two daughters, this is my re-
sponsibility to speak up about this issue. 
And it is not solely the responsibility of 
women. It is a responsibility that should be 
held by all of us as people that believe in 
civil and human rights,” said Yang.

 Alliance for Community Empowerment
In collaboration with Philippine International Aid
with generous support from the Town of Colma

in honor of every front-line worker
proudly presents 

2022 A-LIST Resource Guide
A free guide to community 
resource providers to learn 
healthier intimate partner 
and family relationships

      

Lists 48 agencies evaluated 
for cultural and linguistic 
capacity to serve Filipino 
American and underserved 
populations 

To request a copy, contact ALLICE Resource Provider manager 
Malou Aclan at Malou.Aclan@gmail.com 

or call the Colma City Manager’s Office (650) 997-8318.

■

ALLICE is an all-volunteer nonprofit founded in 2003 to educate toward safe 
and healthy partnerships, homes and communities through shared resources.
For more information visit www.allicekumares.com

Read related story on the front page.
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Grand Opening of Sky River Casino Coming Soon!
A New Gaming Destination in Elk Grove, California

Sky River Casino, the much antici-
pated and long-awaited new gaming 
destination in Northern California is 
scheduled for grand opening in Fall 
2022. Offi  cially 
broke ground on 
March 9, 2021, 
this $500M gam-
ing development in 
Elk Grove, South 
Sacramento, is right 
off  Highway 99, a 
convenient com-
mute from nearby 
cities.  

An Asian Brand 
identity has been 
developed for Sky 
River to visually 
communicate to prospect guests in a 
format which demonstrates how the 
property is an Asian-friendly destina-
tion. Beside creating a Chinese name 

for the property, an auspicious icon, a 
Vermilion Bird has been designed and 
added to the logo. This elegant and 
noble bird symbolizes prosperity and 

elegance, bringing pride 
and prosperity to all 
Asian guests.

Sky River Casino of-
fers over 100,000 square 
feet of gaming space, 
with 2,000 slot ma-
chines, 80 table games, 
poker rooms, high-limit 
VIP rooms, and 15 glob-
al eateries, including 
SR Prime Steakhouse, 
Japanese cuisine Fukuro 
by Kru, and a one-stop 
food plaza The Market, 

off ering a superb dining experience 
with variety of delicacies from all over 
the world. In addition, the property is 
slated to have a spa, hotel, shopping 

Upside... (From Page 11)

is in an abusive rela-
tionship, the A-List is a life-
line for them,” he added.  

Experts defi ne intimate 
partner violence as a pat-
tern of behavior where 
one partner asserts power 
and control over the other 
through coercion, fear and 
intimidation, often includ-
ing the threat or use of vio-
lence. These attacks may be 
emotional, psychological, 
economic, sexual as well as 
the obvious and visible— 
physical. Intimate partner 
violence can happen to 
anyone, regardless of age, 
income, race, ethnicity or 
nationality, education, sex-

ual orientation, gender identity, religion or immigration status, 
who enters in a relationship with someone who is abusive.

Advocates for abuse prevention call the issue a commu-
nity matter best deterred by education, a philosophy ALLICE 
shares with its fi scal sponsor Philippine International Aid.  
Known by its initials, PIA was founded over 35 years ago by 
philanthropist Mona Lisa Yuchengco fi rst to provide streetchil-
dren of Manila a gateway to a brighter future through a safe 
environment, nurturance and education.  The nonprofi t founda-
tion has built a high school in Manila and expanded programs 
to include scholarships for gifted underprivileged students in 
California.

The booklets were unveiled at the team’s 18th Free from 
Violence, presented for the fi rst time in a classroom setting 
by the Skyline College Ethnic Studies Professor Rod Daus – 
Magbual, the Mayor of Daly City.  His Filipino/a/x Commu-
nity Issues class discussed intimate partner and family abuse 
as a manifestation of intergenerational trauma resulting from 
colonialism.

A few days later the booklets were displayed and given out 
at the ALLICE table at the Asian American and Pacifi c Islander 
Picnic in West Orange Park in South San Francisco.

 “When I fl ipped through the pages to show visitors, I saw 
their surprise to learn about the various resources available to 
those experiencing IPV (intimate partner violence),” said Kumare 
Elsa Agasid, who led the team staffi  ng the ALLICE table.  “They 
commented that our A-List contained valuable information.”  

“We got overwhelmingly positive response from the pub-
lic,” added ALLICE Kumare Allen Capalla. “Visitors were 
happy to take a copy home to keep or share.”

PNews Today Executive Editor Cherie Querol Moreno is 
the founder-executive director of ALLICE,  She wrote the nar-
ratives and directed the A- List project.

ALLICE Kumares Introduce the newest edi� on at the AAPI 
Picnic in South San Francisco, (from le� ):  resource provid-
er manager Malou Aclan, SSF Vice Mayor and ALLICE 2022 
vice president Flor Nicolas, Allen Capalla and Elsa Agasid.  

outlets and the largest convention cen-
ter in the area.  

California’s Hottest New Destina-
tion for Exceptional Gaming & Dining 
Experiences

Sky River Casino is a joint venture 
by the Native American tribe Wilton 
Rancheria in Sacramento and the 
well-known Boyd Gaming Corpora-
tion headquartered in Las Vegas. Boyd 
Gaming is a diversifi ed operator of 28 
gaming entertainment properties in 10 
states nationwide, off ering its guests 
an outstanding gaming experience, 
delivered with unwavering attention 

to customer service. Sky River Ca-
sino off ers 2,000 of the most popular 
slot machines, 80 table games, poker 
rooms, high-limit VIP rooms, and 14 
global eateries and a gourmet food 
plaza. Right off  Highway 99, Sky River 
Casino is only a 15-minute drive from 
Sacramento and a little over an hour 
drive from downtown San Francisco 
and Oakland. For more information, 
please visit http://www.skyriver.com/ 
or follow Sky River Casino on Face-
book or Instagram. Address: 1 Sky 
River Parkway, Elk Grove, CA 95757


