11 December 30, 2021-January 5, 2022

Philippine News Topay

#StopAsianHate

I ngru with
some of your points
but disagree

A with others.

Only the
government
can fix problems
that the free
markets euau

You have good
intentions.But local
solutions are better
than federal

e can
disagree and still

We can programs

still find

commaon I don't
ground, agree, but

I respect your
right to have
your own

views.

You Democrats

~L You're nothin
= ) jus?_wnnf to

sAAbut a bunch of
?\¥ ) Satan lovin destroy our
pedophilesl? countryll 4

Agree with
us 100%
or elselll
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Trump vs conspiracy theorists

n one of the very rare times when former President Donald Trump spoke the truth,
he finds himsell under attack from some of his most loyal defenders of the past,

The subject, of course, is vaceines. Trump had been speaking out recently
about how he believed the vaceines developed against COVID-19 were both
necessary and helpful.

To his dismay, he was even booed during a rally when he said he had been vacci-
nated and everyone in atlendance should do the same,

He is finding out that a wide speetrum of the American people are anti-vaxxers, and
even those who were Trump fanatics before had their limits, Their loyalty to #45 ends
where their beliel in crackpot theories begins,

The anti-vaxxers believe that the vaccines developed by the multinational diug com-
panies are inherently evil, They believe the medications are poisons which will not afTect
the vaceinated parties at first, but the deadly effeets will emerge sooner or later,

This belief is commenplace not only in the US, but practically in every country in the
world, including our motherland, the Republic of the Philippines,

In parts of Europe, there have been riots from anti-vaxxers afler their governments
made is all but mandatory for everyone to be inoculated against the coronavirus which
caused the worst global pandemie in a century,

Anti-vaxxers will not be swayed in their belicfs, even afier scores ol their kind who
were infected by the virus fell ill and publicly reversed their stands from their hospital
beds. In some cases, their rejection of their original beliel came shortly before they were
felled by COVID-19,

Sad to say, today’s anti-vaccination movement is nothing new. Variations have come
and gone for more than a century, afler the first vaceines were developed.

In o sense, anti-vaxxers are actually anti-science, They refuse (o recognize seientific
studies that show vaccines as necessary in conguering some of the deadliest medical
conditions known to man,

Without vaccines, such blights as polio, tetanus, influenza, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis A,
Rubella, and many others would still be around, ruining lives by the millions,

But don’t tell that to the conspiracy theorists who will never, never acceplt hard facts
even il you shoved it down their throats,

For them, the proven cures to dreaded discases is nothing more than propaganda
funded by the evil drug companics to control all of humanity. As such, they embark on
what to them is a noble mission to inform the rest of the world of'the dangers of being
injected with man-made chemicals that will ultimately kill or cripple them somewhere
down the road.

There is, in fact, only one thing that unites Presidents Joe Biden and Donald Trump,
as well as all living former presidents of the US — they know that vaccines are necessary
beeause vaceines work,

In a recent TV interview where he again voiced his strong support for vaceines,
Trump was attacked for possibly being no longer of sound mind due to his age.

One ultra-right radio commentator even went to the extent of calling him one of the
most evil men in moderm times, All because of his pro-vaccine stand,

We have never hidden our dislike for Donald Trump, but where vaceines are con-
cerned, we're behind him all the way, Unless he changes his tune for political expedi-
ency, of course,

ALLICE new male leader
pledges more outreach

ALY CITY, Calif. — Longtime community ad-
vocate Anastacio Flores Ir. promises to broad-

en engagement with diverse Filipino American
sectors as 2022 president of the all-volunteer violence
prevention nonprofit ALLICE Alliance for Commu-
nity Empowerment,

“We need to continue to take advantage of np"mr-
tunities to reach folks far and wide and educate them
on Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) and how they too
can become allies,” said Flores, a project direclor at
Asian American Recovery Services-Healthright 360,

The fifth male president of ALLICE came to this
country at 8 years old with his family. He speaks flu-
ent Hocano, and cares for his father while raising his two children with his wife in
their San Francisco home,

“What could be more masculine than being a devoted family man? Also being a
dedicated community educator,” Flores asserled his values,
MULTIGENERATIONAL
In their virtual year-end eelebration early 1hl~> month, ALLICE, elected “Junior,”

es 1o be called, duns with South S cigeo Viee M: ayor Flar Mico-
s us viee president and licensed marriage and family therapist Jennifer Jimenez
Wong as secretary, San Mateo County Board of Supervisors President David Cane-
pa officiated the mstallation,

Wice president Nicolas has hit the ground running,

‘Tam looking forward to helping our president Junior Fleres attain our goals for
the year and building on the work that has been done by the previous team led by
former president Nan Santiago,” said the Batangas native who immigrated in 1988,
reminding of the compounded barriers IPV survivors face today.

“The pandemic has taken a toll on many relationships, As city council member,
I reeeived the confidential police log on a daily basis and had noted the increase in
domestic violence. 1 am sure our City is not dilferent from most in that the actual
incidence is greater than what has been reported,” said the biotech executive, *l
am hopeful that my newfound knowledge about domestic violence, its prevention,
and the available resources will come in handy to help mitigate the suffering of our
most vulnerable, Twill also be more aware and sensitive in developing policies and
programs to address them, It is my sincere hope that all we do will save lives,”

Flores succeeds 2020 president Nan Santiago, a seasoned therapist who held the
team together through the new normal of cyber-meetings in a year rocked by the na-
tionwide onslaught of heinous hate crimes against Asians, Santiago led a delegation
at the rally for peace at the City Hall of Daly City that also denounced the political
rhetoric-fucled targeted attacks,

In the summer Santiago steered the team’s first virtual elder care and abuse pre-
vention presentation in collaboration with the County ol Marin Behavioral Health
& Recovery Services Program through Director and ALLICE Kumpare Dr, Jei Al-
rica, The event drew over 150 attendees from the US, Canada,(Continued on page 25)

— Philippine News TopAy—

Philipplne Mews Today 15 published weekly by Philippines Today LLE wilh business and editorial efffces at 6454
Mission Streel, Daly City, CA 94014, , with telephones 650,757, 1480, 650,872, 3200, 50.552.9775 and website
address www.prnewstoday, com and emall sddress sdvertising@philippinestodayus, com
o editor@philippinestedayus, com
MANILA OFFICE: Le Marquls Townhomes, 51 P, Tunzon Blvd, Quezon Clty 1112, Tels, B546, 8426, B451.1892, 8540, 8421

FRANCIS ESPIRITU

Publisher/President
THELMA L. CRUZ

Vice Prosident
for Operations & Promotions

CHERIE QUEROL MORENO

Executive Editor

CHERIE M. QUEROL MORENO

MARILYN B, KING
Vice President
for Sales and Marketing

BETING LAYGO DOLOR
Manila Editor

JUNNI RANILLO

Entertainment Editor

ALFRED G. GABOT
Editor-in-chief

CLAIRE M. TRUE
Managing Editor

JO ERLINDA YABUT

Entertainment Editor

NEIL GONZALES
Chief Correspondent
Horthern Callfornia

LYDIA SOLIS
Chief Correspondent
Southern California

MA, CECILIA G, MADELO

Graphic Director

ANGELO LOPEZ

Cartoonlst

ELEANOR SMITH
Office Manager

NICK SAGMIT
GEORGE GANGE
RENE AVENIDO

Photo Correspondents

WAL G. ABELGAS, HOMOBONO A. ADAZA, PERRY DIAZ, JOJO LIANGCO,
JO ERLINDA G. MEBRES, ROY C. MABASA, ART G. MADLAING,
FR. JOEPEL PADIT, RODEL E. RODIS, LOURDES TANCINCO ESQ, MELANDREW T. VELASCO,
DANTES & CYNTHIA VELUE CCRJSIII;JT% OSMENA, LUDY ONGKEKO.

The views and apinfons expressed herein by writers, columnists and advertisers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the publisher, management and staff of Phlliﬁ:pines Today, We are not responsible for
Incerrect printing, photographical errors or Information listed or for loss or damage of unsolicited manuscripts,
Repraduction or redistribution in whole or in part is prohibited,

THOMAS G. MADELO JR.

Creative Director

BLESIE D. SISON
ALEERT MARTINEZ
RENE AMON

Account Executives

GILDA PASION BALAN
FRANCO G, REGALA
ALl MACABALANG
JEANMNE MICHAEL PENARANDA

Manila Correspondents




25 December 30, 2021-January 5, 2022

Philippine News Topay

#StopAsianHate

B COMMUNITY NEWS

COVID-19 positive tests climb to a high of over 14%
as LA County cases, hospitalization numbers are up

LOS ANGELES -- LA County re-
ported continued high covid-19 case
numbers along with rising hospitaliza-
tions. Most alarming is the increase
in test positivity which has more than
tripled since mid-December, indicating
surging transmission across the county.

With high rates of transmission, un-
fortunately, even those who are vaccinat-
cd can become infected and infect oth-
ers. And while the hope is that Omicron
symptoms are milder, the current rise in
hospitalizations is a cause for concern.
Hospitalizations have increased by 30%
since last Tuesday; the alarming rise in
hospitalizations foillows an alarming in-
crease in cases last week.

The Los Angeles County Department

of Public Health (Public Health) re-
leased the latest data on COVID-19,
9,473 new  COVID-19  cases

(1,632,893 cases to date)
22 new decaths due to COVID-19
(27,576 deaths to date)

966 people currently hospitalized

Supervisor David Canepa commends ALLICE.

Australia and the Philippines. To
close the year, the team and their found-
ing partner PH Consulate General in San
Francisco with the endorsement and par-
ticipation of Consul General Neil Frank

Ferrer, gave a first-ever IPV training of

multiple foreign service personnel. Rep-
resentatives of the Philippine Embassy
and five consulates including Honolulu
and Guam learned from pruscntcr Dr.
Africa about the root causes, myths and
dynamics, and how to become allies in
the movement to prevent relationship
abuse.

Early in the year, ALLICE forged
partnership with Philippine Internation-
al Aid through its founder Mona Lisa
Yuchengco. In the fall, with encour-
agement from Kumare and Colma City
Council Joanne del Rosario, the team

with COVID-19

More than 9,960,000 individuals test-
ed; 15% of people tested positive

“As we approach the new year, with
the staggering reality that over 27,000
LA County residents have lost their lives
to Omicron, we extend our thoughts
and prayers to those who have lost their
love ones, said Dr. Barbara Ferrer, PhD,
MPH, MEd, Director of Public Health.

“And while we all wish that 2022
would begin without the continued trag-
edy of serious illness and death associ-
ated with COVID, we are instead facing
the prospect of an alarming surge that
requires every person to act with inten-
tionality: get vaccinated and boosted, get
tested, and please, always wear a mask
around others. These are the tools we
have to try to keep each other safe over
the holidays,” Ferrer said.

The Department of Public Health
carlier reported a high proportion of

healthcare workers, across a variety of

settings, are fully vaccinated (with either

Vice president Flor Nicolas

applied for and received a grant for out-
reach and education from Colma.

RESILIENCE PREVAILS

“Despite the challenges brought on
by the pandemic, we managed to spread
the word about healthy and unhealthy
relationships to help the community dis-
tinguish between the two and prevent
abusive interaction,” said Bettina Santos
Yap, founding president. “Our success
in the midst of crises is testament to the
resilience and dedication of our Kumares
and Kumpares and the generosity of our
allies like Peninsula Family Service. To
them we offer our deepest gratitude.”

ALLICE was formed in 2003 as the
FilAm Task Force of CORA. Called
Kumares and Kumpares, the group co-
alesced with organizations seeking jus-
tice for Claire Joyce Tempongko, the San
Francisco mother tortured and stabbed
dead in front of her son and daughter
in 2000. An independent all-volunteer
nonprofit with a new name since 2009,
ALLICE envisions a community com-
ing together to prevent IPV and family
abuse through shared sentiments and re-
sources.

two doses of an mRNA vaccine, or one
dose of Johnson and Johnson vaccine).

As of mid-November, 91% of hos-
pital workers, 93% of dialysis workers,
and 83% of EMS workers were vaccinat-
cd: as of December 12th, 96% of skilled
nursing facility staff were also fully vac-
cinated. Nevertheless, with increased
community transmission, cases among
healthcare workers are now rising.

During the week ending on December
18th, a total 292 cases were identified
among L.A. County healthcare workers,
an increase of 26% from the previous
week. Meanwhile, 46% of hospitals in
the county are reporting staffing short-
ages, comp'm.d with 20% at the outset
of last winter’s case surge.

In alignment with the State of Cali-
fornia, LA County’s new Health Of-
ficer Order requiring booster doses for
all healthcare workers is a key protec-
tive step aimed at reducing infections
by increasing the numbers of workers
with the optimal safety provided by the

Secretary Jennifer Jimenez Wong.

“All of our activities are free and ac-
cessible to the public, thanks to our allies
who donate whatever we need to stage
an event,” said Kumare Malou Aclan.
“Every two years we publish our A-List
directory of resources for indi-

ALLICE president Junior Flores

booster does.

And while health care workers are
generally highly vaccinated, many have
not yet received their booster dose; for
example, though fully vaccinated staff
rates remain very high in the skilled
nursing facility setting, the proportion of
thosec who have received booster doses
lags behind at approximately 50-60%.

The revised order, issued December
23rd, requires booster-cligible workers in
healthcare settings be boosted by Febru-
ary Ist, 2022 or be tested for COVID-19
twice a week beginning December 27th
(if in acute health care or long-term care
settings). The order aiso recommends ali
workers upgrade their face coverings to
surgical masks or higher-level respira-
tors (such as an N95 mask). The goal
of this order is to protect LA County’s
healthcare workers, patients, facility
residents, and community at large by en-
suring an essential workforce remains as
healthy and protected as possible.

on Facebook and Instagram.
L E 2]
Cherie M. Querol Moreno is founder-
executive director of ALLICE.

viduals and families. A digital
version is available on our web-
site www.allicckumares.com.”

A focus of ALLICE efforts
to reach the new generation as it
nears its 20th year, the website
is in the loving hands of former
president and now secretary Jen
Jimenez Wong and her techie
husband Chris Wong,

“Since I have been botha vice
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Individuals and organizations of Fil-Am communities
in Northern California and Reno Nevada are encouraged

fAR =

president and president, I would
like to contribute my knowledge
of what has been successful in
the past as well as brainstorm
new ideas of how we can touch
the community especially dur-
ing the pandemic,” said Jimenez
Wong, US-born mother to three
girls. “We are currently working
on revamping our website, and |
would also like ALLICE to have
a bigger presence on social me-
dia beyond our current visibility

to send in news and photos for possible publication,
subject to space and editorial discretion.
Flease emall your articles and send your photos like
birthdays, weddings, graduations, anniversaries, ete.
In pdf or |peg format to:
editor@philippinestodayus.com before Tuesday
every week and it may priat the following day,
Wednesday.

IT’S FREE!

Shared mews are ideas propagated!
Let's hear from you, now!
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